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Tom Standage : A History of the World in 6 Glasses  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised A History of the World in 6 Glasses: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. It's Alright, But Ultimately ForgettableBy 500 BooksTom 
Standage's A History of the World in 6 Glasses examines what was going on in the world as six different drinks were 
developed and had their heyday: beer, wine, liquor, coffee, tea, and Coca-Cola. It's set in that order, too, taking us 
chronologically from early civilization to close to the present day. While each subject is worthy of its own full book-
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length treatment, honestly, shorter examinations provide an interesting lens through which to look back at history.I 
think the three most interesting segments are the ones regarding liquor, coffee, and tea. While anyone who remembers 
history class can probably connect the dots between rum and the large-scale slave trade, I think Standage does a good 
job of developing both that connection and going into the larger cultural history of liquor. The coffee section details 
not only the beverage itself, but the role that coffeehouses played in political intrigue, which is something I'd never 
read about before. And he does a great job tying the British imperialism to the tea trade, which isn't a connection I 
would have drawn on my own but was really insightfully done.Nothing about it is particularly revelatory...it did more 
to pique my interest into looking more deeply into some of the topics it covered than captivate me on its own. But it's a 
novel way to look at the span of human history, it's well-written, and it's an enjoyable if not mind-blowing read. A 
good choice for the beach or the airplane!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. One of our customers 
recommended this book to meBy WebmavenNJI am a brewer at a commercial brewery in New Jersey. One of our 
customers recommended this book to me. I highly enjoyed it the first time I read it and will certainly enjoy it the next 
time. I liked this book so much that I purchased both the paperback and Kindle editions. If you like history or 
beverages -- you are going to like this book.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. History text at its 
coreBy rmdA History of the World in 6 Glasses covers the material as advertised, walking through human history via 
beer, wine, spirits, tea, coffee and soda (Coca-cola primarily). Anyone looking for a riveting story or in depth 
historical perspectives will need to dig deeper in other sources. The book gives a nice (if often dry) summary around 
the various beverages and the historical context, and will likely be the impetus for me to do a little more reading in 
some areas of history that piqued my interest in the broad overview covered within.Kindle and Audible versions 
(listened to this one).

From beer to Coca-Cola, the six drinks that have helped shape human history. Throughout human history, certain 
drinks have done much more than just quench thirst. As Tom Standage relates with authority and charm, six of them 
have had a surprisingly pervasive influence on the course of history, becoming the defining drink during a pivotal 
historical period. A History of the World in 6 Glasses tells the story of humanity from the Stone Age to the 21st 
century through the lens of beer, wine, spirits, coffee, tea, and cola. Beer was first made in the Fertile Crescent and by 
3000 B.C.E. was so important to Mesopotamia and Egypt that it was used to pay wages. In ancient Greece wine 
became the main export of her vast seaborne trade, helping spread Greek culture abroad. Spirits such as brandy and 
rum fueled the Age of Exploration, fortifying seamen on long voyages and oiling the pernicious slave trade. Although 
coffee originated in the Arab world, it stoked revolutionary thought in Europe during the Age of Reason, when 
coffeehouses became centers of intellectual exchange. And hundreds of years after the Chinese began drinking tea, it 
became especially popular in Britain, with far-reaching effects on British foreign policy. Finally, though carbonated 
drinks were invented in 18th-century Europe they became a 20th-century phenomenon, and Coca-Cola in particular is 
the leading symbol of globalization.For Tom Standage, each drink is a kind of technology, a catalyst for advancing 
culture by which he demonstrates the intricate interplay of different civilizations. You may never look at your favorite 
drink the same way again.

From Publishers WeeklyStarred . Standage starts with a bold hypothesismdash;that each epoch, from the Stone Age to 
the present, has had its signature beveragemdash;and takes readers on an extraordinary trip through world history. The 
Economist's technology editor has the ability to connect the smallest detail to the big picture and a knack for 
summarizing vast concepts in a few sentences. He explains how, when humans shifted from hunting and gathering to 
farming, they saved surplus grain, which sometimes fermented into beer. The Greeks took grapes and made wine, later 
borrowed by the Romans and the Christians. Arabic scientists experimented with distillation and produced spirits, the 
ideal drink for long voyages of exploration. Coffee also spread quickly from Arabia to Europe, becoming the 
"intellectual counterpoint to the geographical expansion of the Age of Exploration." European coffee-houses, which 
functioned as "the Internet of the Age of Reason," facilitated scientific, financial and industrial cross-fertilization. In 
the British industrial revolution that followed, tea "was the lubricant that kept the factories running smoothly." Finally, 
the rise of American capitalism is mirrored in the history of Coca-Cola, which started as a more or less handmade 
medicinal drink but morphed into a mass-produced global commodity over the course of the 20th century. In and 
around these grand ideas, Standage tucks some wonderful tidbitsmdash;on the antibacterial qualities of tea, Mecca's 
coffee trials in 1511, Visigoth penalties for destroying vineyardsmdash;ending with a delightful appendix suggesting 
ways readers can sample ancient beverages. 24 bw illus. Copyright copy; Reed Business Information, a division of 
Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From BooklistHistorian Standage explores the significant role that six beverages 
have played in the world's history. Few realize the prominence of beer in ancient Egypt, but it was crucial to both 
cultural and religious life throughout the Fertile Crescent, appearing even in the Gilgamesh epic. Wine's history has 
been recounted in many places, and its use to avoid often--polluted water supplies made it ubiquitous wherever grapes 
could be easily cultivated. Spirits, first manufactured by Arabs and later rejected by them with the rise of Islam, played 
a fundamental role in the ascendance of the British navy. As a stimulant, coffee found no hostility within Islam's 



tenets, and its use spread as the faith moved out of Arabia into Asia and Europe. Tea enjoyed similar status, and it 
bound China and India to the West. Cola drinks, a modern American phenomenon, relied on American mass-
marketing skills to achieve dominance. An appendix gives some modern sources for some of the primitive beers and 
wines described in the text. Mark KnoblauchCopyright copy; American Library Association. All rights reserved 
ldquo;[A HISTORY OF THE WORLD IN 6 GLASSES] is loaded with the kind of data that get talked about at the 
figurative water cooler...Incisive, illuminating and swift.rdquo; ?Janet Maslin, The New York Times 


