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Thomas Pinney : A History of Winein America, Volume 1: From the Beginningsto Prohibition before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A History of Winein
America, Volume 1: From the Beginnings to Prohibition:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerHe loved it!5 of 6 people found the following
review helpful. Surprise PleasureBy Ramona Merrifieldl went into The History of Winein Americavolumes 1 and 2
with some trepidation. | read 99% non-fiction and, in this case, | happen to know the author and his lovely wife and
decided to buy the books just for that reason. The print is small, the paragraphs are long but the sentences flow and


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0520254295

before | knew it | was drawn in. When an author gets hold of me like that, | find myself reading at the breakfast table
and instead of taking a nap in the afternoon. There was history in these books, not just about wine, but about America
and Americans, history that Coach never taught usin high school and we didn't learn in al the history courses we took
at college. An amazing feat! Congratulations, Tom!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy
Robert McMillanbest account of the subject

The Vikings called North America"Vinland," the land of wine. Giovanni de Verrazzano, the Italian explorer who first
described the grapes of the New World, was sure that "they would yield excellent wines." And when the English
settlers found grapes growing so thickly that they covered the ground down to the very seashore, they concluded that
"in all the world the like abundance is not to be found." Thus, from the very beginning the promise of Americawas, in
part, the aluring promise of wine. How that promise was repeatedly baffled, how its realization was gradually begun,
and how at last it has been triumphantly fulfilled is the story told in this book.It is astory that touches on nearly every
section of the United States and includes the whole range of American society from the founders to the | atest
immigrants. Germans in Pennsylvania, Swissin Georgia, Minorcansin Florida, Italiansin Arkansas, French in
Kansas, Chinese in Californiamdash;all contributed to the domestication of Bacchusin the New World. So too did
innumerable individuals, institutions, and organizations. Prominent politicians, obscure farmers, eager amateurs, sober
scientists: these and al the other kinds and conditions of American men and women figure in the story. The history of
winein Americais, in many ways, the history of American origins and of American enterprise in microcosm.While
much of that history has been lost to sight, especially after Prohibition, the recovery of the record has been the goal of
many investigators over the years, and the results are here brought together for the first time.In print in its entirety for
thefirst time, A History of Winein Americaisthe most comprehensive account of winemaking in the United States,
from the Norse discovery of native grapesin 1001 A.D., through Prohibition, and up to the present expansion of
winemaking in every state.

From the Inside Flap" Completely fascinating, Pinney's History of Winein America combines a myriad of facts about
all the states that have endeavored to grow grapes at any time since colonia daysinto areadable and coherent story.
The only study to approach wine through its historical aspects, it will be invaluable to wine writers who want to
include historical perspectivesin their articles and it will be seized upon by grape growers and wineries throughout the
country who want to discover their region's historical roots in viticulture and winemaking. A significant contribution
to scholarship, this book should have broad appeal."mdash;John R. McGrew, USDA Agricultural Research Service
(retired)



