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Memoir  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised All the 
Presidents' Pastries: Twenty-Five Years in the White House, A Memoir: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I've given many copies of this book to friends who love to bake and 
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entertainBy 3/4sleevesSuch a lovely biography highlighting the decision making behind 25 years of White House 
State dinners and events. The book intertwines the guests and cultural requirements with the descriptions of delicious 
sweets treats as well as the menus served. I've given many copies of this book to friends who love to bake and 
entertain.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. entertaining insights into the management styles of 5 First 
LadiesBy CAE-PDXThis story is most interesting with regard to just how hard Mr. Mesnier worked for most of his 
life, and the astonishing demands placed on the White House culinary staff. He does not complain about it, but his 
work hours were often appalling. He put great thought and often careful research into crafting special desserts for 
visiting dignitaries and for First Family special occasions. His memoir of the relationship with Nancy Reagan is 
handled with extreme grace. Personally, I was surprised at the level of her control over absolutely everything, 
including desserts, for heaven's sake. She was - to try to phrase it nicely - extremely picky. He handles it by thanking 
her [sic] for all that he learned from her. I will never make any of the desserts in the back of the book. I will never 
learn how to "pull" sugar. But it is fascinating to read about the ultra-high end of patisserie, hear the stories behind the 
events and presentations, and appreciate Mr. Mesnier's restraint in describing some of the "down home" food favorites 
of various Presidents, a few of which he found grotesque, but he made them anyway when requested. Another section 
of interest relates how a pastry competition in France was, in effect, rigged against him...more than once. But he plows 
on with integrity and is, in the end, the real winner. A life well-lived by a man pursuing his passion - who then knew 
when to stop, write his books, and enjoy his memories with his wife and family.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Go behind the scenes at the White House as White House Pastry Chef Roland Mesnier takes you on a 
wonderful journey of 25 yearsBy Doreen S. DavidsonAs a former White House Volunteer from 1980-1988, I loved 
reading Roland Mesnier's book, All the Presidents" Pastries:Twenty-Five Years in the White House.It is much more 
than a book of recipes, but a journey of White House Pastry Chef's life that took him to the White House for 25 years 
and his relationships with 5 Presidents and their families.You get an insider's view behind the State dinners, White 
House Gingerbread Houses, Christmas pastries, Special birthdays of the Presidents, Easter at the White House and a 
special Chocolate Easter Egg for Amy Carter.You read about Roland Mesnier's relationship with the First Ladies, and 
their favorite recipe, the Presidents favorite dessertsand so much more.

This extraordinary success-story-told by the hero himself-of a young French pastry chef who climbed his way to the 
top, embodies the great American dream. After working at the Savoy in London, the George V in Paris, the Princess in 
Bermuda, and the Homestead in Virginia, Roland Mesnier took on the job of a lifetime as pastry chef to the White 
House. He provides behind-the-scenes insight into the characters, tastes, and obsessions of the five presidents and first 
ladies he served during his 25 years in Washington. Having witnessed major world events from the hub of the world's 
superpower, Mesnier has unique perspective on both crises and celebrations. He recounts stories such as Carter's 
incessant battle for the return of American hostages in Tehran, the aftermath of the attempt to assassinate Reagan, 
Bush senior's doubts after the war in Kuwait, and the shock of September 11. He uncovers intimate details such as 
Mrs. Reagan's bad moods and Prince Charles's embarrassment at not knowing how to use a tea bag. Fiercely loyal to 
each of the first families, Mesnier's bipartisan message is positive and inspirational. Twelve easy-to-follow recipes 
include the favorite desserts of presidents Jimmy Carter, Ronald Reagan, George Bush, Bill Clinton, and George W. 
Bush.

"Combine a hefty serving of insider gossip with some of the most amazing desserts you'll never get to taste, and you've 
got All the Presidents' Pastries" "the dishy stories and delightful desserts make this a sweet read" -- 03/18 
CHARLOTTE OBSERVER "I could no put it down" -- 03/21 NEWSDAY "delightful book" -- 05/06 OKLAHOMAN 
About the AuthorRoland Mesnier, a Frenchman and naturalized American, has experienced the highest echelons of 
power firsthand. Born into a working-class family in France and one of nine children, Mesnier is a self-made man par 
excellence. Christian Malard, who co-wrote the book, is a journalist for France Teacute;leacute;vision and an expert 
on international relations. 


