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Jane Pettigrew : Design for Tea: Tea Waresfrom the Dragon Court to Afternoon Tea before purchasingitin
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Design for Tea: Tea Wares from the Dragon
Court to Afternoon Tea:

2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A terrific resource for a collector of tea wareBy Rebecca Hustonlt's
odd, but as our world becomes more modern and convenient, and more rushed, |'ve found that | need atime where
everything is entirely self-indulgent, where | can take a half-hour or so, and rest. The magic cure for meis the custom
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of afternoon tea, and to a lesser extent, an ever-growing collection of teawares. It may seem terribly old-fashioned,
but there something very renewing about being able to have awell-brewed pot of tea, served on good china, with an
accompanying nibble or two that may be sweet or savory.Longtime scholar on the subject of tea drinking, Jane
Pettigrew, has taken alook at all of the accessories and paraphernalia that surround the art of tea, and taken alook not
just at what is used, but also the history and the why an object has come to be created. Accompanied by plenty of
illustrations and photographs, along with little sidebars filled with quotes and excerpts, thisis an excursion through the
teatable, from humble spoons and tea cups and cozies, all the way to trays and tables, and how and when they were
used.Starting first with the topic of tea pots, and tea cups, Pettigrew traces the origins of how teawas brewed up in
China, and shows how the custom arrived in England and Europe, and how the shape and designs of tea ware were
influenced by both sides of the export trade. When the English began to uncover the secrets of Chinese porcelain,
much of which was devoted to the creation of objects for enjoying tea. Asteawas an expensive commodity, it was
first drunk by the Royal Court and the aristocracy, but was a so quickly adopted by the middle classes and the poor. To
have a complete set of chinafor afternoon tea was certainly a status symbol, and those that could afford it indulged in
collecting exquisitely made pieces. There's also an interesting bit of lore asto why oriental cups do not have handles,
and those used in the West do. While Ms. Pettigrew doesn't focus much of her attention on Chinese lore and utensils,
preferring instead to look at how custom evolved and how the items would match a need.What | found interesting was
the use of Tipping Kettles -- thereis a particularly beautiful example shown -- an item that teais not brewed in, but
rather the water is brought to a boil in, and the history of the tea cozy.Where this book really worksisin the
identification of various items -- tea caddies, mote spoons, caddy spoons, and right down to linens to line trays, cover
tables and even napkins. Ms. Pettigrew's writing styleis elegant and forthright, without being twee or overly cute.
While each chapter is very brief, and the book itself is under two hundred pages, it is crammed full of useful
information. This would be wonderful for those who enjoy hunting in antique shops and flea markets, or have found a
collection of itemsin their grandmother's attic, and trying to figure out what they are.What | hope this book will dois
inspire othersto go beyond just dunking atea bag into a mug into akitchen and revive the art of taking teafor
themselves as a means to sidestep the rushed world that we live in now. There is something wonderful about the ritual
of taking teawith others, and the invitation that it gives to sit down and take a moment, and simply talk and exchange
ideas (not to mention gossip as well).2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. not enough imagesBy bishop
cul pepperl bought this book for research for my teaimport business. The history of the design for teawas very
interesting and well researched. | feel that the author was limited by a budget or something because really this should
be a high-volume image book to fully describe the designs. It isafacinating look at the history and culture of tea
design.7 of 9 people found the following review helpful. Beautiful! By Donna CoyleA fascinating and well written
look at the ceramics and accessories used to serve tea, from Chinain the middle ages to the 20th century. Wonderful
illustrations--lots of photos as well as some drawings. | will definitely check out her other books, which is the ultimate
compliment!

Why did polite society lift itslittle finger along when raising the tea-cup to the mouth? What is a mote spoon? What is
the origin of the word "caddy"? This book takes readers through the various groups of tea equipage used over the past
350 years. The story behind the development of the various pieces of tea brewing and drinking equipment all have a
taleto tell - sometimes an extraordinary one. Learn why Cruickshank's poor Frenchman was compelled to drink 14
cups of tea because he didn't understand the custom of standing the spoon in the cup to indicate that one had had
enough. The book contains lively and pithy contemporary quotes from literature, diaries, trade catal ogues and
historical documents together with a selection of illustrations.

About the AuthorJane Pettigrew's career intea began in 1983, when she opened Tea-Time in Clapham, London. Her
books include Jane Pettigrew's Tea-Time (DK 1986). The National Trust Book of Tea-time Recipes (1989), Tea
(Grange 1999) and A Socia History of Tea (NT18.99, 2001). She also regularly publishes articles on tea and tea-
drinking. Jane lectures and speaks at conferences around the world.



